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and in some at the Katika village *. The following account
of the whole matter is taken chiefly from the "Hsien-yii-
ehing'?. The Buddha was once visited at Sravasti by a
Brahmin householder who was son-less and wished to
know whether he was to die so. Buddha consoled him
with promise of a son who should become a distinguished
member of the church. In due time the son was born,
and because it was observed that about the time of his
birth the honey-vessels in the house became full of honey,
he received the name "Honey-prevailing". In Chinese the
name is Mi-sheng (^)j^) and the Sanskrit original is
written Mo-frou-lo-se-cliih, that is, Madhurasachi or "Sweet
Influence", viz. born with the good omen of honey. This
boy in time became a disciple of the Buddha who ex-
plained to Ananda that Mi-sheng in a long-past previous
existence had been a bhikshu, that he had then once been
disrespectful to a senior Brother. The senior rebuked
him gently and Mi-sheng was penitent, but he had to
suffer punishment for his thoughtless rude language by
500 births as a monkey. It was in the last of these births
that the incident of the honey-offering occurred. The
Buddha and his disciples had halted for rest one day
under some trees by a tank not far from Sravasti. Here
a monkey came and took Buddha's bowl and soon after
returned with it full of honey and offered it to the Buddha.
The latter sent the monkey back first to remove the in-
sects from the honey and afterwards to add water to it.
When the honey was thus "pure", that is, fit for bhikshus7
use Buddha accepted it and distributed it among his dis-
ciples. The monkey was now up a tree again, and seeing
his honey accepted and distributed he frisked about with
delight until he fell and was drowned in the pit below.
But by the merit of the gift of honey he was immediately
born again as a human creature and became the disciple
Mi-sheng. In another treatise the name of the bhikshu

i Sar. Yin. Pco-seng-shih, ch. 12.  This may be the Natika of Uru-
manda, the village and the monastery having the same name.